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A Letter ſent from beyond the Seas, to 
one of the Chief Miniſters of the Non« 


conforming Party. 


Dear Conſin, 


Was very glad to receive your Letter , but 

I | very far from being glad to find you ſtill fo 
extreamly deſirous of Innovations in a Gos 
vernment ſo well eſtabliſhed, as that is'\undet 
which you live. I perceive you are more zealons 
than it becomes a good Subject, or a good Chri- 
ſtian to be, for carrying on a Proje& of my Lord 
Choſes's, as Unreaſonable as New 5 viz. That of 
Diſabling a Papiſt to Inherit the Crown. © For 
doubtleſs that propoſal was firſt made , and 
afterwards promoted, by him, the laſt Seſſions 
of Parliament, not out of true Love tothe Re- 
formed Religion , but out of Spite or Revenge 
to the D. of 1-.» Who, were he not only Papiſt, 
but Heathen, or Mahumetan, ( which I think is 
not much worſe) would certainly have as good a 
Title to his Crown, and all bis Temporal Rights, 
as if he were the moſt Orthodox and Holy Chri- 
ſtian in the World, And I am-perſwaded, that 
my zealous Lord:choſe would not be willing that 
the King and Parliament ſhould make a parti- - 
cular AG to diſable his own Poſterity to Inherit 


the great Eſtate he hath got , if they ſhould turn 
Papiſts 
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Papiſts or Atheiſts , 35 others have done before 
hem. We all know what miſchief iv the World 


Sainr{i1p and GraCe- And if it be clear from 
Scripture (35 nothing 15 MOT clear) that King 


$5 

Chriſtians » O! for renouncing the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion 5 then it is plalÞ » that neither the D-—— 
nor any other Perſon » ought © be deprived of 
their Temporal Rights » eſpecially Crowns (0 
all Temporal Rights the greateſt) for not being 
Proreſtants 5 7; which is MOrE> for renouncing 
the Chriſtian Religion- : | 


And Iam heartily glad that God gave the Fa- 
thers of the Engliſh arch the grace © defend 
her Do&rine, oppoſing that Hnccaſonable,and 
truly Rowiſh Propoſal of wy Lord Choſe 3 which 
if they bad 2 proved , and defended after itwas 
propoſed » they had truly ated in that like WEB 


the World they © For tis theRowiſh Church, 
and her Do&075» which MaintalÞ » That Kings 
Excommunicattss or Herebick KI? > or (which 
5; all.one) that K11g8 that renounce the Apoſtolick 
rath, ought 10.9* Deprived and Depoſed. But 'tis 
the ChurcÞ of England that maintains the-con- 
- tradiftion of that Laſcriptural Unevangelica' 

rin- 


- be what their Adverſaries would fain perſwade 


T3233 


Principle 3 and thinks her ſelf as much obliged 


to ſubmit her ſelf to a Heathen, Atheiftical, He» 


_ retrical, or Popiſh Prince, where ſhe can, as to an 


Orthodox King; and , where ſhe cannot, ſhe 
thinks her ſelf obliged to ſuffer, as her Saviour, 
like a Lamb brought to the ſlaughter 3 and dares 
pretend to take up no Arms but thoſe of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, ( whoſe true Copy ſhe is) 
Tears, Arguments, and Prayers, I fay, it is the 
Church of Z»gland that is of this judgment , and 
neither the Church of Rowe, nor the Church of 
Scotland 5 both of which have aQtually Excom. 
municated and Depoſed Lawful and Rightful 
Princes, under the Notion of being Hereticks, 
and Enemies to Chriſt's Kingdom 3 forgetting 
both alike the Precepts and Examples of our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles, on which the Church 
of Erglandhath grounded the contrary Dofrine, 
as well as on right reaſon. Fs 


Our Saviour, though God, rendred unto the 


Heathen C2/ar the things that were C2/ar's ; he 


owned his right to the Empire,both by word and 


| deed, although he were bur the adopted Suc- 


ceſſor of the-greateſt [Iſurper that ever was in the 
World. Nay furthermore, he owned and ſub- 
mitted to the Procuratory Power of Plate, who. 
ated but by Commiſſion from: the Emperour. 
Tiberiws 5 who ( if there be any truth in the 
CharaQter of Tacitus) was the greateſt Tyranr, 


and the moſt wicked man that ever the Ware 
NG aW. 


ſaws Ana 35 for St- Pasl, there 15 NO Article of 
our Kelig1o%s *not-even Mats that Jeſs Chri$t is 
the gonof God, more clear in Þ15 Epiltles 5 than 


ceiveth to bumſelf Damnation 5 and laſtly, tht all 
the Powers (and when he wrote there were none 
but feathen Powers) ere ordained of God. 


mitive Chriſtians » 25 they are report© by the 
Eccleſiaſtical Father?, and Hiſtorians 5 but the 
Scripture” It ſelf is ſufficient © demonſtrate the 
- truth of ibis Argument » which the Church 0 
England has not only eſtabliſbed in ber Do&rine, 
but her Fathers, and Sons of late, maintained in 
their Pracices 5 and which the Church of Sc9#- 


Word and Deed. And fince that Kirk and Na- 
tion haVE been of this Opinion > WE need not 
wonder that the Engliſh Diſc | 

chanan and K#0X have praciſt 
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the Foundation of Soveraignty, and that the Righs 
tem ought to Inherit the Barth. 

And furthermore, if Crowns ought to be En- 
tailed upon Proteſtants only, then it is but juſt, 
that the Eſtates of all SubjeGts whatſoeverſhould 
be ſo Entailed : And if for example, the D 
of 1 muſt be cut off from his Rights for be- 
ing a Roman Catholick, then let the reſt of the 
Papiſts loſe theirs 3 they are all alike Idolaters, 
and let them all Aike ſuffer, And, to bring the 
Caſe to your own Houſe, can you imagine that 
you your ſe}f ought to loſe your Right to the 
Eftate you have, or may have hereafter , upon 
that ſuppoſition, that you ſhould turn Papilſt ; 
which men as firmly reſolved againſt it as you 
Have certainly done. Theſe Practiſes and Pro- 
poſals are fuch, that they have left a blot on the 
memories of fome'men, that ſeem:more zealous 
than their Brethren. , And I am glad at preſent, 
that the Reygous Lord cBllc is the Chief Patron 
and Promoter of ſach an Unreaſonable and,Ro« 
miſh Defign. I have more than ordinary reaſon 
tocall jt Romiſh, becauſe T have heard it main- 
tained here among all the PrieftsI converſe with. 
It isa DoQrine deatfly beloved by the Romanilſts: 
And put but,the tame of Heretick to a Prince 
here, and it js juſt the ſame caſe as when you 
call a Prince a Papiſt in Erg/and; where, if there 
be no more that my good Lord Choſe that are 
Fautors of this Komiſh COT my Country is 

| | in 
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in a far better caſe than I thought it to be; And 
truly this noble Proje& of the late Lord Choſe 
was condemned by all Proteſtants as ſoon as it 
took air in Frarce 5 not} only for that it was an 
Ungoſpel way of proceeding, and favors ſtrong- 
ly of the Dodtrine of Rome, which they abhor3 
but becauſe it puts their King in mind ofa Pro+ 
zett he is very much inclined to, viz. To make 4 
like Law here, that none but.a Roman Catho- 
lick ſhall ever be King,or bear.any Office or, Truft 
- in the Kingdom. And certainly, if it ſhould ever 
pleaſe God, for our fins, to ſuffer our Princes t9 
back-flide into, Romiſh Idolatry and Superſtt- 
tion , we have — to do but to. pray an 
Hike our glorious Anceltors in Queen Mary's days, 
fuffer quietly. when we cannot fie, . 'And'there- 
fore I wonder that you-ſhou]d- ſo; oblickly re- 
fle& upon the Biſhops, and GST them: for 
doing that, which in Honor and Duty, they were 
bound to do and repreſent this to thejr Dif- 
race, which all good and well adviſed rote- 
ants muſt, needs Ofamend them'for, ix, they 
will be Impartial «© 7 ear moies 


. 
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But put the cafe ſuch an Af were made, who 
can. ſee the bad conſequences thereef ?-.Non 
but a Proteſtant ſhall govern now 3 but FaQian 
ſtill jacreaſing,, none within a while but a Pref; 
byterian, &*c. For you that are uſed to talk of 
Numbers and Strength, can beſt tell how Nu- 
merous and. Powerful they axe that ae poſſciled 
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with as firm a prejudice againſt the Church of 
England, as the Church of Roar it ſelf 3 denying 
communion equally with both; and who edu- 
cate their Children in perfe& hatred of the one, 
as the genuine Daughter of the other. | 


' Thave wrote all this, 'to preſent to your view 
what ( perhaps in the hurry of Buſineſs) you 
have not had time toconfider. And though [ 
think it very impious and unreaſonable to de= 
prive any ſuch Prince of his Grown upon this 
account, yet were the Government to be formed 
again, I would be as zealous for this condition, 
as the greateſt Zealot of them all: And am as 
forry as any other man, that it was not alwaies 
one of the Fundamenral Laws of Frgland, chough 


' now it be too late to make it ſuch. 


You tell mealfo, that my Lord in- 
tends to come and live jn Loxdox 5 T ſuppoſe it 
may be under pretence to fecare his Perſon from 
the Papiſt:z but IT wiſh it may not be with a de- 
fign to att over the ſame things,under a pretence 
of ſecuring the Proteflant , which the Duke of 


Guiſe ated in Faris, under aſeeming zeal toſe- 


cure the Pop: Religion. The Reaſon that makes 
me fear it, is the conformity of our times in/og- 
lazd with thoſe in France, as you may lee by the 


” 


following account. 


The Duke, who was a mani of an high yu 
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and not able to bear the icaſt diſprace, being re-« 
moved by Herry LI. from the moit rich and ho« 
nourable of his Court-preferments;, became 
thereupon male-content 3 and retiring fromthe 
Court , which he now did hate, went to live at 
his houſe in Paris ; where, by many Arts, asin 
particular by the ſubtle Prattiſes of the Prieſts 
and Jeſuits, he became in a ſhort timethe Minjon 
of the People; whoſe Aﬀections he drew off 
from the King, by repreſenting, him (though a 
hearty Roman Catholick ). as a favorer of the 
Hereticks 3 who under the protection of the 
Princes. of the Bloud increaſed mightily in his 
Reign. He alſo reprefented him in particular 
to be a great fovorer of the King of Navarre, 
againſt whom he himſelf had a particular ill wills 
and whom the People , through: the Inſtigation 
of the Prieſts and Jeſuits, did perfectly hate, be- 
cauſe he was a Proteſtant ; although he was Pri- 
mier Prince of the Bloud, (for whom the French 
commonly have a great Reverence) and by con= 
ſequence Heir Apparent, or as aFriend of yours 
| would. have ſaid, Hezr Preſumptive ( for the King 
was Childleſs) to the Grown of Fraxce, Afﬀeer he 
had thus made the credulous People, bythe help 
of the Prieſts and Jeſuits, zealous for the Defenſe 
of their Declining Religion, he drew them to 
League into Rebellion againſt their lawful Sove= 
reign, under a-pretence of ſecuring the ſame, by 
removing Evil Gounſellors from his Perſon, and 
obliging Lins to employ his Royal Power in ſup- 
preflipg 


- 
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BE 
preffing the Proteſtants 3, and in particular by 
declaring the Heretick King of Navarre (after- 
wards Henry IV.) uncapable of ſucceeding to the 
Crown: | | 


' For the ſake of Peace the King was willing ſo- 
far to deny himſelf, as to grant the two firſt, but 
could never be'made fo falſe to the Intereſt of 
the Royal Family, as to conſent tothe laſt, by 
changing the Order of Succeſſion to the Crown, 
by which his Anceſtors had: Reigned for One 
thouſand and two hnndred years; and which 
had been ſo long: eſtabliſhed, without any re- 
ſpet to Religion, by the Salique or Original 
Eaws of France. Hereupon the League (in Imi- 
tation, and after the Patrern of which the Sor» 
lemn League and Govenant was formed) or Re- 
bellion grew ſo high, as to beat the King out of 
Parjs ;\ where the Gniſards had a defign to fieze 
upon his ſacred Perſon, ſhat him up, like King 
Chilperick, in a Monaſtery, and ſet up the dilly 
old Cardinal Bowrbor, the King of Navar's Uncle, 
to-Reign in his ſtead;. But the King eſcaping 
from Paris, ſheltered: himfelfe in Chartres 3 
where, to:compoſe Differences, he iſſued out 
Writs to call together the three Eſtates (which 
much refemble our Parliaments) at.B/ois, Thi- 
ther the Deputies or Members repair , ſome for 
the King, but far more for the Curſed League 3 
and therefore the Guiſards finding themſelves 


more potent than the Royaliſts , inſiſted almoſt . 
| OR 
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on-nothing elſe but ſecuring the Roman.Carho- 
lick Religion, by declaring theKing of Nevarre, 
becauſe an Heretick, wacapable of ſucceeding to 
the moſt Chriſtian Crown. SAY 


You ſee, Couſin y what a parallel there is bes 
tween thoſe times & ours 3 excepting Firſt, That 
there areno Prieſts and Jeſuits to ſecond ſuch a 
Defign in England, as there were in Fraxce : But 
to ſupply that Defet , there may be found men 
as fit in all points as they to ſtir up the People to 
Diſcontent and Rebellion, I mean the ſame ſort 
of Perſons that Preached up the late Bloudy 
War; whio realy are the Baſtard-brood of the 
Monaſtick Emiſfaries, though they bear not the 
pames of their Fathers, but (like Baſtards) are 
diſuwned by thoſe that begot them, The Se- 
dirious Principles Preached and Printed by them 
1n the late Times, are Evident Proofs of what 
Race they are come : and as a man may travel 
{fo far Weſt, till at laſt he come to the ſame 
Eaſtern-point from which he did ſer out, ſo you, 
Couſin, and your Brethren have gone ſo far 
from the Church of Kemc, that-you are { ſome 
T believe unawares.) come thicther ag:in; as is 
unanſwerably proved by Lyfmachus Nicanor, in 
his Letter of Congratulation to the Kyrk. But 
Secondly, the Parallel failes in this too, That 


bis Royal Highneſs. is not a declared Papiſt , as 


the King of Navurre was a declared Proteſtant 3 
| Þut on the contrary perliſts in the RE 
| O 


(1) 
of the Churchof: Erg/and »  forwhich his bleſſed 
Father died a Martyr. 'Andtherefore of the two 
our Englifh Gz:ſards are too much to blame, to 
repreſent his Royal Highneſs asa Papiſt , which 
it isſo abſurd to imagine him to be. 


But farthermore , upon ſuppoſition he were 
adeclared Papiſt, the Propoſal of my Lord Choſe 


was very ridiculous, finceit did ſuppoſe a poflt. 


bility of prevailing with his Majeſty todiſinherit 
his Royal Brother , who muſt needs be fo much 
dearer to him; than' the King of Navarre was.ta 
Hexry HT. as he is nearer-in Bloud. And , for- 
for, my own part, I cannot but imagine, at this © 
diſtance, that his Majeſty, who is a Prince in- 
comparably.wiſer and -juſter than was Herry IF. 
of Frevce.; muſt needs diſdain and _abhor ſuch a: 
Propoſal ; which ,, were it EnaQed,, it. would' 
enervate the Laws of Succeſſion by which He 
and Hisi Anceſtors have hitherto Reigned , and 
give as-great a Blow to the Engliſh Monarchy as 
that which cutoff His Royal Father's Head, 


I have here forborn to give you an Account of 
the Trapical End of the Duke of G»iſe, which 
is a Leſſon well worth your tearning, and'inay 
teach all Perfons, ſo difpofed ashe was, how un-, 
ſafe it isto provoke! Sovereign Authority; fince 
the Goodneſs of the beft of Kings, like:the. in- 
finite Goodneſs of God himſelf, whoſe Miniſters 
they are,: may at length be ſo injured avd-af- 
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fronted ,' as' to be forced: to. ſharpen it ſelF into" 
Sovereign Vengeance and Juſtice.” And'there-: 
fore, c Gouſin, let-me adviſe you, if not for- 
Gonſcience, yet for Wraths ſake, to have no- 
thing to do.in-Blowing up the Flames of Sedi- 

—P tion : Nor let-your Soul enter into the ſecxet of 
my Lord — —— though: his Intereſt among the 
Senators (as,you write). be ſo-very conliderable 
and ſtrong, | 


You likewiſe forget your ſelf, in miſcalling 
the Execution of the late 'Laws by the odious- 
name of Perſecution 5 which if you can prove to Si 
be'ſuch , according to the Scriptural notion of | 
Perſecution, viz. inflid&ion of Evil for Righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, then will t become-your Proſelyte, and 
forſake the. Chiirch of England , as much” as T' 
'haye this Idolatrous Church of Rome, - i 


| For no man is perſecuted , but either for im- 
| mediate matters of Divine Worſhip, which: cons : 
| .cern the Firſt Tablez or with reſpe&to:matters / 
of Morality, or a Good Life, which concern the 


'With reſpett to the Firft 3 +manis perſecuted 
either on a negative account; for not worſhiping / 
a'Falſe God, as the three Children in Damzel 3; or | 
for not worſhiping'the True in'a Falſe way. *' as 
Se. Paxl'and the other Apoſtles were perfecuted 
by the Phariſees, for not worſhipping the pr 
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Gad ns tothe Jewiſh manner after it was 
Fhrogat 4: or as our Fore-fathers in Eng/and, 
"or not wotlhiping God and our Saviour after 
the Romſlh Rites, Or Secondly, On a poſitive 
account , For worlbiping the true God in a way 
that is true3_ or, to expreſs it yet more clearly 
$2 abſolutely in your own tearms, For ſerving 
of God : as, Dariet was caſt into the Lyons Den, 
for praying to God againſt the King's Decree. 


With refpeR to the Second; Aman is alſo 
perſecuted on a negative account, For not doing 
ſomething, which is in its own nature, or by 
Gods pottive command , morally evil : as the 
good Midyives were-afraid to be perſecuted by 
Pharaob, far not murthering the Hebrew Infants. 
Or elſe on a poſitive account , . For doing ſome 
good moral ation, which ought in ſuch and ſuch 
circumſtances to, be done: and thus was our 
bleſſed Saviour. perſecuted ,. for opening the 
eyes of the blind man , and for healing on the 
Sabbatheday.* p | 


Now. theſe diſtinQions, being premiſed , tell 
me in. which of theſe caſes you .are perſecuted 3 
or, whichis all one, for what you are Martyrs. 
For no man is perſecuted, but as he is perſecuted 
he is a Martyr 5 and by his ſufferings bears wit» 
neſs to the Truth. With reſpe@ to the Second 
head, you cannot ſay that you are perſecuted 5 
andtherefore let me ſee whether you are fo with 
Cs C re- 
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reſpect tathe firſt. "And Firſt, ts pla 


way ForFirſt, the Liws, whoſe Execution yon 
mil- 


There remains nothing then but to aſſert, That 
you are puniſhed for ſerving God 3 or for wor- 
thiping God in a way which you arefure is true, 
That you. worſhip God in a true way, I verily 
believe, and could heartily joyn with you in 
other circumlitances. But then you are not pu- 
nifhed-for worſhipiong God in that manner 3 for 
* the ſame Laws you complain of, allow you to 
- worſhip God in what faſhion you pleafe';- and 
not only you, but your Family, be it as great as 
it will 3 and Lafily , not only your Family, but 
Five Perſons more : Which allowance were you 
«the only Chriſtians'in'the World, and the Ma- 
giſtrates Heathens 3, or, which your Friends art 
more likely to ſuggeſt, were they Papiſts or A- 
theiſts, 1s ſo far from being Perſecution, that 
were you of the temper of the Primitive Tait 

pk ans, 
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ſtatis; you would eſteem it as 2 great priviledg» 
and; inftead of reviling , thank the kind Magi- 
ftrate'for the ſame. - But then if 'on the other 
hand you beconſidered (and:many good Eng- 
liſh: men/,- ard good Chriſtians cannot but con- 
fider you) a3%a ſort of men ,| that have formerly 
raiſed a Civil War, and now make Schiſm in the 
Church, and Broyles in the State, your puniſh- 
ments 'you ſuffer, will be ſo far from ſeeming 
perſecution of you as Chriſtians , = it will ra- 
ther ſeem your juſt Deſert , as faGtious and tur- 
bulent Subjetts. And I affure you, that your 
Brethren in Frar-ce (whom you falfly fo call, and 
for whom you pretend ſo great reſpett ) are ſo 
far froin judging you perſecuted, that they will 
not excuſe you 3 but wonder at your non-ſub- 
miſſion to the Church , and pity your miſtakes, 


. that make you ſtand out againſt the Laws. They 


that have ſeen and examined our Engliſh Li- 
turgy , Which is Printed at Gereva in French, 
cannot underſtand your Notion of Perſecution. 
And Miriſire Claude , the moſt famous of them 
all, for Piety and Learning , told me, in the pres. 
fence of many others, (after a Diſcourſe, where- 
in he (aid all for you that covld be ſaid) that he 
wondered how the Prefbyterians in Emgland 
could rend the Peace of the-Church, for ſuch 
little indifferent matters ; and that, if he were 
in England, hewould be of the Epiſcopal Party, 
-and heartily ſubmit himſcif to the Diſcipline and 
Government of the Charch of Engleari### And if 
C 2 ws, you, 
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you would do fo too z; how happy athing would 
this. be-both, for your ſelyes and. the, Nation? 
Or ſecivg, as you: pretend , you.cangot.;}!yet.oef 
leaſt live peaceably,: and; forbear;to:troublerhe 
World with compafiing Sea and; Land ;;:that is, 
by doing all that you can, like your Fathers of 
old the Phariſees, to make Praſelytes 3 when 
yet you cannot ſhew any ſinful conditiqn.of eoms 
munion with the Church of E-glaxg.,; nor prove 
your way of worſhip as Apoſtolical as that of 
hers 3 from which, out of Pride, Intereſt, or Ig- 
norance , or partly all together, you diſſent, I 
am ſare this would rather become the. diſſent= 
ing Brethren, than to foment Diviſions, raiſe 
Parties, betake themſelves tothe wickedneſs of 
men, as of lateto .» and cry-up the Kings 
Prerogative, which they formerly cried down 
which, with manyother ſelf-contradiftions, cone 
firms me in an opinion you.know I was of before, 
That in thoſe matters wherein you differ from 
us, you are men ofno Prigciples, and know not 


where to fix. 


I have enlarged upon this Theam more than 

I thought to do at firſt, becauſe the Papiſts here 
in France complain as loudly as you of the cru. 
elty of the ſame, and other of our Laws 3 and 
cry out, wherever they come, how their Brethren 
have been, and ſtill are perſecuted among us 3 
though with this difference, that in diſputing ad 
hominem theis caſe is far more ppm = 
plead- 


L wil 
texdable than yours; / As for ygouy 1; roteſty;1 
© if )dliarivtle Laws. youſtoinplaint af had menet 


beech: madey randthough perkps T ath-willing 


togrant, they arevvery hatd-Laweziicoblideni 
you as free-born Subjeftsof Exglinds'! yer [will 
maintain, that the:Executioft of themis not-Per+ 
ſecution,-althouglryou be carifidered bs theonl 

erue'Chriſtians inthe World: ; Forz/.asI hinte 

before,” you have the Liberty in your Houſes to 
profeſs what Religion you pleaſe; and to wor- 
ſhip God in what manner you will 3-and, for feat 


your Family ſhould not be-a juſt Congregation, - 


ou may: have five more :”-but-,. for fear: you 
ſhould do as you have formerly done, you are 
not to have five Hundred , or five Thouſand : 
which Liberty , not only. the Primitive: Chri- 
ſtians, but our own Anceſtors ,.-.an- hundred 
years-ago , would have called a Blefling ,” and a 
Priviledg , afid have heartily thanked God and 
the King for the ſame And God grant we may 
never ſee that time in England, when truly ten- 
der Conſciences will eſteem fo much Liberty as 
the greateſt Bleſſing in the World, athens; 


The good Proteſtants here in France, though 


their Religion is made an obſtacle to all State- 
preferments, though it diſable them to fit in the 
Courts of Parliaments, (except juſt. ſo many as 
ſerve in the Chamber of Edids to: decide Con- 
troverſies between Proteſtants and Papiſts) or 


to have any other Charges of Judicature, or any 


high 


Fo 
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high Offices inthe Arty 3 thoygh:their Nyg 
bers are: nbc; diminiſhed; aud elicir; Jorg 

weakned:; by aProtybitionieHmarry with Ra4 


marCatholicks;; arid by 's: Capital Law, which 


niskes ix-Dearh ro rewutn Proteſtants: after they 
Have oncereurh'&Papiſts; and. though/a-great 
number of theit Temples bavt cen demoltthed 
C fome 'under-al prettnce that: they, were)buile 
fincethe Editt of: Naztes.j others that they were 
built without Libenſe, and others that they were 
built upon: Holy Ground: ):ſo that hereby they 
ate: forced in) very anariyplaces to the grievous 
inconvenience of:going two; three, four, or five 
Leagues to'Church; ifnotmore : and though all 
the Places of Strength , where they do abound, 
.are demoliſhed, and Cittadels are ereted to awe 
theavin'other Towns,where they are numerous 3 
though. their ownparticular Hoſpitals, and all 
.other [perpetual Proviſions for their Poor are 
taken away z and they difabled, either living or 
dying, to give any ſettled Maintenanceeither to 
their own Miniſters or People, (as to endowe 
'Ehurches, build Schools, Colledges,. or Hoſpi- 
tals, &*c.) nay, though they are deprived of the 
'benefit of other Hoſpwals , provided for the teſt 
of the Subje&s3 and although their Miniſters 
are forbid to ſpeak againſt rhe Pope, . or to 
Preach againſt the Romiſh Religion , with half 
that freedom and'plainneſs that you dare fpeak 
2painſt the Church of Fngland 3' or toPreach in 


any places but thoſe few appointed by the King 3 '+ 


though 
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we the prota Paſo was Parron of the 
Church , or where his Anceſtors had dren ofthe 
Burying-places for their Families3 Though they 


'are- forbid to make any Publick Exhortations, 


or. Prayer , or to ſing,Plalms at;their Burial : 
Though they are forbid to Toſtru&- or Condole 
thoſe of their own Religion in Priſons or Hoſpt- 
tals; or to Pray withthem in a-voice ſo. loud as 
to be heard. by the ttanders byz though they are 
forbid to-make any Collections of Mopey among. 
themſelyes, but ſuch as are. per __ nd regue_ 
lated by the Edits of the Lets SEE are 
forbid to Work,. or open their Shops on Romiſh, 
Holy-daies , or to ſell Fleſh on their Faſting- 
daies, Oc. 1 fay the good Proteſtants here in 
Frakce, notwithſtanding all: this: hard dealing, 
are yet fo far from .complaining of Perſecution, 
that they ſhew themſelves thankful both to God 
and the King for the Liberty. and lpdnlgence 
FJ: 
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afbfefuid Reaſons ; that their Relhgion” is very: 
mich tifcouraged'; 'and they rhetnſclvevhardly' 
uſed :*But' Perſecution'isA"Notion/ that they 
neyer think or ſpeak of, 'when they diſcourſe 'of' 
their own thnidition 3 beitig* very far; though: 
_ far as op, from a ſtate'&f Martyrdom's 
which codfilts'in a'forcible obligation to ſuffer, 
of rehounce the Truth, And'therefore Coufin, 
I beſeech you ;* and conjure you, 'not to-mifufe' 
the name of Perſecution again. It isa'very fine 
ful way thus to'abuſe and arhifethe Vulgar, by 
calling things by rheir wrong names : and as to 

ispattfcular, honeſt and knowing men will-be 
apt to ſuſpet,* that through the name of Perſe- 
| cution, you have a defigh to make your Govers 
nors paſs for Tyrants, and your'ſelves for Mar« 
tyrs, "y EO es ' F 


To' conclude': Tf this which you call Perſe- 
- cution, be not ſuch indeed, then I doubt not but 
they who miſ-call it fo, that is, all prefitmptuous 
of affeftedly gn'orant 'Schiſmaticks ,- without 
bitter pangs of Repentance, will be perſecuted 


by the God of Peace himſelf ro a ſad and endleſs 


eternity. 


As forthe Bill of Comprehenſion, (if ſuch a 
fig co be) T heartily wiſh it had paſled into 
an AR; for I think it would have been much to 
the advantage} and nothing at all tothe diſho- 

nour 
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nour of the Church of Exglad, tochange or take 
away thoſe few Ceremonies', which her: ſelf in 
the 34 Article confeſſeth may be' altered; or 


removed , according to the exigency of times, 
Neither, if this were_done, could the Romiſh 
Church have the leaſt apparent reaſon'to re- 
proach us for ſuch a ſlight alteration 3, ſeeing her . 
own Miſlals and Breviaries have been ſo diverſe 
and different in ſeveral times and places3 and 
have undergone ſo many Emendations , or ra=- 
ther Corruptions, before they were eſtabliſhed 
in the preſent form, by.the Authority of Pixs V. - 
and the Decree of the Council of Trent. But in 
the mean time, I would have all good Chriſtians 
waitin Peace and Patience till-it ſhall lawfully 
be done 3 and by that means our Breach would 
be perfetly made up: Sothat a poor Engliſh 
Traveller would not be tauntingly aſked by 
every Impertinent Prieſt here, Whether he were 
a true Son of the Church, or Preſbyterian ,: or 
Independent, or Anabaptiſt, or Quaker. AndTI 
aſſure you, when they meet with a man that 
owns himſelf a true Son' of 'the Church 'of Eng> 
land, they will ſeem to pity him more'than any 
other 3 but yet they will hardly attempt to con- 
vert him, But when they meet with one that 
will own himſelf of any other ſort , they will be 
pleaſed; ſmile intheir {leeves. and ſet upon him 
as a perſon not'far from their Kingdom of'God, 
And I am perſwaded-; _ you ſeen or beard - 
muc 
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much of their Idolatries, Blaſphemies, and Supere 
ſtitons, asI bave done in one Chr:jtmaff, one Lent, 
and one Eaſter, .you would be fo far from doing 
the Church of Eng/and any ill office, that you 
would rather ( like St. Fazl after his converſion) 
preach againſt your own Partizans, and thank 
God that. you lived in a Church reformed from 
Romifſh Idolatry and Superitition. And 1 can» 
not but freely confeſs, that 1 am ſince my Tra» 
vels become ten times a greater lover of our own 
Church , and as many times a greater hater and 
deteſter of. the Romiſh Church , than I was be- 
fore.,; And therefore I cannot here diſſemble 
the: hearty grief I have conceived, for the great 
hopes. you have, that the Licenſes ( as you ex- 


| preſsit,) will be once more authorized by his 


Majeſty, or the Declaration revived. For as it 


- is that which at firſt was hammered out by that 


late Patron and Idol of the Preſbyterians, the 


" Popiſh Lord Clifford; fo is that which the Ro« 


man-Catholicks here (eſpecially the Prieſts) do 
hope and wiſh foras well as you. They deſire 
nothing more than-ſuch a Toleration as that 
was , knowing that. it muſt needs tend to the 
Kuine. of the Church of Exgland, which is the 
principal Butt of all their Envy and Malice as 
being the main ſupport and credit of the Re- 
formed Religion every where, and the only 


. Hedg againſt Popery it ſelf in our unfortunate 


Britiſh Ifles. We meet with not a few _— 
o 
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of ſeveral Orders, 'that have the confidence (in 
our moſt familiar conferences ) to tell us ; that 
by the juſt Judgment of God upon our Church, 
the time of her ruine is at hand; the Nation 
it (elf being over- fpread with Schiſm and A- 
theiſm, and the hearts of the faithful being diſ- 


poſed by the Spirit and Providence of God tore- = 
| embrace the holy Catholick Truth, Andthere- 


fore they freely confeſs, that this time of Diſtra« 
Cion is their Harveſt; and withal expreſs their 
intentions and zeal fo tranſport themſelves into 
England at the critical time of Toleration , that 
they may be Fellow-laborers with your ſelves in 
that Harveſt- They ſeem to lament as much,and 
complain as faſt , of the prodigious increaſe of 
Schiſm and Atheiſm among us; as you are wont 
to doof thedaily growth of Atheiſm'and Popery- 
Andxhillt you both complain alike, and in the 
formality of your complaints, both alike refle& 
upon the Church of England; it is ſhe only that 
is the ſufferer, and'ſhe only thar truly Jaments 
the growth, and at-the ſane time ſets up banks 
to hinder the perfe& Inindation of all the three 
among” us- As for Schiſm among Proteſtants, 
you were the firſt Fathers, and continue the 
chief Fautors thereof ;/ all the inferior SeQs ha- 
ving ſprutig frem you,” and dividing both from 
you, and one another, ynder pretence of the ſame 


| Reaſons, for Which you! profeſs to divide from 


the Church. - And'tis from you , that even the 
Qyakering Set it ſelf, (the dregs of Schiſm ) 
D 2 have 


© 
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have. learned to talk, of Illumination ; atid the: 
Spirit : and the reſt of the. Searies, in what 


number ſoever they be, differ from you no more 
than the ſecond, third, or fourth, &*c. from the 
firſt Book of Euclid. Not that by this compa- 
rifon. [ intend ;. that you bave any ſuch Princi- 
ples ;: or Data among yourſelves, as:there are 
among Mathematicians for 1 am very well af- 
ſured , that take but any four of the Preſbyte- 
rian Demagogues, and they can ſcarce agree, 


amongſt themſelves. in avy four particulars, 


wherein they, differ from:the Church of England. 
And therefore, if you be not Schiſmaticks, then 
the Church of England, from which you ſepa» 
rate , and Out of which you havegathered Con . 
gregations , and Preach and Adangiſter the Sa» 
craments unto them-3. I ſay, if you. be,not Schiſ- 
maticks, then-our Church muſt be: thei Schiſ. 
matick, in the Controverſie between us 3 _.and 
be juſtly chargeable with the ſame Inditment, 
which ſhe-hath drawn up-againſt the Church: of 
Rowe, An Aſlertion,Couſin,whichlT never.knew 
any.other Perſon , FAY one-.or two, beljfdes 
your ſelf, have the confidenceto aver: and an 
Aſſertion , which no Proteſtant here in France 
could hear us yet relate, without Horrors, Impa” 
tience, and Diſdain. : And therefore, if the Re-- 
formed: Church of  Exgland,.: from, which you 
wilfally divide, and to which. by your Divifions 
you cauſe ſo much Scandal abroad , and Evil at 

| | 41.5 ' home, 
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home:, be not a Schiſmatical Church, that is» 
a Church whith requires ſome finful conaitions 
of Communion; in what a woful condition will 
your unpeaceable ſeditious ſpirits appear before 
the God of Peace? And how will you anſwer 
that, at the Tribunal of his Wiſdom and Juſtice, 
which neither your Fathers, nor you could ever 

et-anſwer, to thoſe Inſtraments of His Glory, 
fudictous Hooker, and the Venerable Sanderſon £ 
But whether you are Schiſmaticks, or whether 
you are not, the Separations which you and your 
Brood have made from the Church , are the ap- 
parent Cauſes of the growth of Popery 3 and 
both your Separations, and your Superſtitious 
Enthuſiaſtical way of Worſhipping that God , 
whoſe People you Emphatically pretend to be, 
arc the true Cauſes of that abundant Atheiſm, 
which at preſent makes Erglawd an Aſtoniſh- 
ment, and a Scandal to Foreign Nations. And 
if you, or any other of the Brother-hood , think 
it ſtrange, thatT charge yours, which is the Ga- 
pital-Sect, with Enthuſiaſm , or make.Superſti- 
tion-, which ſeemeth diametrically oppoſite to 
Atheiſm, the Mother thereof 3 I offer, upon the 
Challenge, to make good the Charge, in both 
particulars : But in the mean time, to ſhew you 
how unſafe it will be to provoke me to. that 
trouble, I adviſe you to read: one or two ſhort 
Chapters in the beginning of Mr. 8-ith's Diſ- 
courſes > concerning theſe Diſtempers * _— 
oul, 
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Soul, and-you ſhall find what I have ſaid, proved 
with more Demonſtration, than y. u can gains 
ſay 3. and with more Plainneſs and Perſpecuity, 
than, I am confident, you would wiſh to ſee. 


But beſides the Schiſm and Enthufiaſm , the 
Bloudy Wars, which you formerly made in the 
State, under pretence of the Glory of God, and 
the Reformation of the Reformed Religion, 
have given -many Inconſiderate men occaſion to 
ſuſpe&, that all Religion, like that of moſt of 
your Leaders , is but a Politick Engine , which 
men uſe, to make themſelves Popular and 
Powerful , that they may afterwards a& with 
good colour whatſoever their Intereſt ſhall ſug- 


geſt. And furthermore, to confider, That the | 


great Pretenders of the Spirit, and Power of the 
Chriſtian Religion, (which with reſpe& to Mi- 
giſtrates teacheth nothing but ro obey or ſuffer) 
ſhould notwithſtanding Preach up Rebellion 
2gainft their Rightful Prince, Fight Him from 
Field to Field, Remove Him from Priſon to. 
Priſon, and at laſt moſt Barbarouſly put Him to 
Death, is ſuch an Abſurdity againſt the Prin- 
ciples of right Reaſon, ſo repugnant to the 


Laws of our own Nation,and ſo inconſiſtent with - 
the Peaceable Doctrine of the Goſpel 3 that, 


beſides the Atheiſts it hath made, it hath, and 

ever will conſtrain men of honeſt Principles, and 

juſt Reſentments, to Perſecute you with —_— 
| an 
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and Exclamations to the end of the World. I 
had not here preſented that Tragical Scene of 
the King's Murther, but that I have had ſo many 
| unpleaſant Occaſions to hear our Nation Re. 
a proached with the Scandal and Diſhonour of - 
that Inhumane Fat. Particularly, It was my 
bad fortune to be at a ſtation in Paris , where 
there were mer about two hundred Perſons, to 
read the Gazets, at that very ſame time, when 
that of England came full charged with the News 
of Burning the Pope in Fffigie at Loxdonv. This 
Feat did at firſt ſurprize that Roman Catholick 
concourſe of People 3 but after a little recolle- 
ion, they ceaſed to wonder, ſaying in every 
company as we paſled along 3 It is not ſo ſtrange 
that the Engliſh Devils ſhould do this, who for* - 
merly Murthered their King, And another 
time, it was myill luck alſoto be at the ſame 
place, when the Lodoz Gazet brought us the 
News, That the Houſe of Lords had taken into 
conſideration the growth of Atheiſm in our Na- 
; tion : Whereupon ſome French Gentlemen of 
my acquaintance ſeriouſly enquired of me the 
Cauſes of ſo much Atheiſm, amongſt ſuch a 
Thinking and Solid People. I affigned the ſame 
Reaſons which I have written above, beſides 
| ſome others, not ſo fit to be mentioned , as the 
| moſt probable ECauſes' thereof. And as I hope 


I did not mifinform them, ſo T am confident I 


did not unjuſtly charge you in any mango” 
| eſpe= 


He 
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eſpecially with the Murther of the King» For 
there were no Acceſſaries in the Murther of that 
Sacred Perſon 5: neither was it the'laft ſtroke 
only that fell'd the Royal Oak 3 but you and 
the Independents, like the two Sacrilegious 
Prieſts of Jupiter, are equally guilty of the 
Crime 3 the one for Binding the direful Viftim, 
and the other for putting the Knife to hisThroat. 


But to be ſhort , where I am ſo unacceptable, 
Tle conclude my Argument with a Fable, A 
Principal Ship , which for many years had been 
Sovereign of the Seas, was at laſt Arttacked by 
a Tempeſtuous Wind , which the Devil raiſed, 
and notwithſtanding all the Help that could be 
made to ſave her, was. driven by the force of 
that malignant Wind , and ſplit upon a Rock. 
The very ſame inſtant ſhe daſhed upon the Rock, 
the Wind ceaſed 3 and being afterwards curſed 
by the Sea-men, for the Wrack of the Royal 
Charles, (for ſo the Capital Veſlel was called) 
anſwered , You charge me molt unjuſtly, my 
Friends 3 It was not I, but the Rock, as you ſaw, 
that ſplit your Ship. The Moral of this Parable 
is very obvious and ifthe Application thereof, 
or any thing elſe that Lhave written , may con- 
duce to awaken your Conſcience, and reclaim 
you from Schiſm , I ſhalf think my pains well 
beſtowed, Butif you, and your ſeditious Bre.. 
thren will ſtill perſevere, to aſſault the Ghurch 
on 
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and Ditate-amongſt the Ignorant and loves as 
mucho Rule, as it hates to Obey. But would 
you once be (o ſincere, as to ſubdue your Pride, 
lay afide your Prejudice, inform your Ignorance, 
and forſake your dearly beloved Intereſt, for the 
Truth it would not be long cre weſhould ſee 
you joyn with (the Church of Evgland,: without! 
troubling our Senators, to bring you in, with an 
AQ of Comprehenſion. Your Pride appeareth 
in Heading of Parties, and in the Pleaſure yow 
are ſeen to take in the Multitudes, that run after: 
you 5 .and in your boaſting, that without you the 
Souls of People would ſtarve for want of knowe 
ledg. Your Prejudice is an effe of your Pride, 
and diſcovers it ſelf together with your Tgno-.. 
rance, in not ſubmitting to thoſe Invincible Rea+ 
ſons which you cannot anſwer. - And as for your 
Intereſt, the greateſt Paradox of all, that is evi- 
dent enough to me, who have fo often heard 
many of you glorifte: your ſelves in the Number 
and Riches of your Followers, boaſt of their 
AﬀeGion, to your ſacred Perſons , and brag .of 
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other unworthy Arts, you have ſo wrought your 
ſelves into the: eſteem-'of your Diſciples', that 
few of them are either ſo Covetous, or ſo Poor, - 
bat/-they. will Pinch at home to ſupply you. 
There are ſeveral Orders of Franciſcans here, 
who bave renounced not only Parſonages, but 
all: Temporal Eſtates and 'Pofleflions whatſo- 
ever5-:and_by their-yain-glorious Sandity and 
Auſterities,' they have 'got (like you) ſuch faſt 
hold on -the Souls 'of the People, (which is the 
faſteſt hold of all) that they can eaſily make 
molt .of: them difpoſe of their Children, caſhier . 
their Servants, \ind' ſertle' their Eſtates" as they 
pleaſe ; and by theſe Tricks do more effetually 
promote the Intereſt of Rome, than all: the Pa- 
riſh- Prieſts within the Pale of that Church. And 
really ,iwhen I confider' what Influence theſe 
Sanftimonions and ſelf- denying Zealots have 
o'reall families,inall places here they live;zhow 
hey ſteal _ the Heares of the People from 
their Pariſh+Prieſts, and drain their Congrega- 
tions. and how the deluded People had rather 
give them the worth of a ſhilling, than the dues 
of tiyo:pence' to't heir own Cures 3 it makes me 
often run the Parallel between you and them, 
and think whatia Politick and Gainful Pretence 
you have got to renounce your Livings, for to 
ſecure your Conſciences, and to Preach theWord 
bke the. Primitive Apoſtlesy' when God knows, 
tis not out of Joye to the People, but to your 
ſelves. E 2 And 
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., . And1I proteſtto you, were I a man to be main- 
tained by the Pulpit ;and,canſulted my Profir 
more thay the Goodnefs of my Gaufe,'1 ſhoulll 
take the ſame courſes that you:do z:1 ſhouldIra- 
ther be Mr. 2. than Dr. of Plymonth3 and 
ſhould chafe. the plentiful Income of that dull 
Zealot Dc. Mantor: ;, before that of his imoſt 
Learned and Religious Succeſſor of Covents Gar» 
den.” But though you livevety well, andibetter 
indeed than moſt of rhe Miniſters of the Church, 
et the miſchief, of x is, you are uncapable of 
| Dignizies; which maket50w ſuch Ariane, and 
upon, all, pccafigns, opeaeth,;your.: Throats: 
wide as Sepulchres,, - againſt \the Biſhops and: the 
Church.::. You know what an Hiſtory of Biſhops 
Mr. Pry hath wtote, and what a fair Colle&tion 
'the Learned\8w:cc, hath taken out of him 4: as 
if when, a, Biſhop is defeRtive, either::in Piety, 
Learning ,..or the {ſkill,of Government: 5 it were 
not the deplorable unhappineſs, -but. the'aule 
of the Church of Eng/arid,. Should an Heatheri; 
or Mahymetan , makeſuch an Hiſtorical Golles 
Qion of, Scandalous Chriſtians ,.cither in:this, os 
former Ages, : you. would not beperſwaded for 
all that;to prefer the Alcoray before the Goſpel 3 
or the molſt-exalted Paganiſm whatſoever, be- 
fore the Chriſtian Religion. Therefore wiſe and 
ſober men will make no Inferehteburithis, from © 
ſuch a mahcious. cnumpration: of Patticulars5 
that corruptions. will creep jato. Governmenr, 
- NO 
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notwithſtanding all the caretht can be uſed to 
the cotttrary 3 'and that by the favour of Princes 
Cyitho Hear with 6thit ined eas,” ani ilken re. 
ceiye trideſerved Charafters of men) ſonietitmes 
Ambitions, ſometimes Ignorant, and ſometimes 
Slorhfu!, Imprudent, or Debanched Perſons, will 
be Preferred.to the moſt Honourable Dignities 
Jo the Church. Bur this, asoften'as'it happens, 

"rhe: miſery of the Church oof Ergleayd, which 
all true Church-men lament 3 though the men - 
of the ſhort Cloke take all fach occaſions to ex- 
poſe her to the ſcorn of the common People 
who judg by Senſe ,. and not” by Reaſons 'anc 
who are taught by you ,\,to make no diſtinQion 
between the Bifhops and the Church.) But were 
all her Biſhops the 'beſt 'Chriftia b the beſt 
Scholars, and the beſt Gover ors th the World 3 
and ſhon}d rhe Royal-Hatid place her Mytres on 
the Heads of none but Jewef'r , Whitgift's'," Ans 
drews's, HdlFs, Offer's, Morton's,Taglor's, and Sans 
Aerſon's, yet that Unchriſtian Spirit of Envy and 
Difcontenr, which informs the Non<-conformiſts, 
world ſift fie upon het with '6pet mouth , like 
Beaſts jon the: Saines of old copdeiringd to the 
Amphitheater 3 nnd make Her, 4# fhe hath als 
ready been for almoſt forty years; a SpeQacleto 
God, to Angels, and to Men. 'The wicked Lives 
6f Scandalous Biſhops and Priefts; if there be 
—_— ', ' are her ſad misfortune , but cannor 
juſtifie"the* Schiſni you are guilty of; o_ _-_ 
ha oun 
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bound to hear even them , as much as the Jews 
were bound to hear. the. Scribes and Phariſees, 
thoſe Hypoerites, that ſate in 47oſes's Chair, And 
in * gp KERRY ſtate of the Jewiſh: Church, 
When the Prieſts and Prophets were both alike 
corrupted, and called by the Holy Spirit, Dxmb 
and greedy Dogs, yet it had been unlawful to 
makea ſeparation, and ſet up other Altars a- 
gainſt that which God (who was their King had 
i up, I cannot.but mind you of the Schiſm of 
Jeroboamr, who by dividing the Church, as God 
was pleaſed to divide the Kingdom , into two 
parts, made Iſrael to Sin. . But to-infilt on the 
Samaritan Seceſſion ,, and write al), that is ne- 
ceſſary to diſcover and aggravate the damnable 
Nature of Schiſm, would require as much more 
Paper as I have beſtowed, and ſo make me as 
tedious again, as,.I fear, I have already been. 
Beſides, it, would oblige me to anſwer Mr. Hales's 
Treatiſe of Schiſm;with whole leaves you vainly 
endeayor to cover your ſhame: And I had in» 
deed a year agoc undertaken that eafie taſk, but 
that a Weſtern Gentleman , to whom I diſco- 
vered my Intentions, told me, That a Friend of 
his had already begun that good Work: ſo that 
I hope it is Printed by this time. And if either 
that or this, or any thing elſe, a thouſand times 
better than TI am able to write , may prove effe» 
Qual to, reclaim you. from Schiſm 3 I ſhall be as 
glad, as to ſee ſome. other of our Friends re- 
formed 
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formed from Drunkennefs, Swearing, and Un. 
cleanneſs : which are very grievous and dread- 
ful Sins, but yet not more damnable jn their 
Nature , nor more deſtructive to the Chriſtian 
Religion, nor more deeply rooted in the Soul of 
man, than that of Schiſm. From which , I pray 
God, by the Power of hts Grace, to Preſerve 
me, and Reform you, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
_ 3 to whoſe Proteftion I commit you, and 
rel, _ 


Your moſt 4ffeFionate Confon, 


Saumur. 
May 7. 


And bumble Servant. 


